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Background:

The World Zoonoses Day is observed annually on July 6th to raise awareness about
Zoonotic diseases. This day commemorates the work of French biologist Louis Pasteur, who
on July 6, 1885, successfully administered the first rabies vaccine to a human. The theme for
World Zoonoses Day 2024 is "Preventing the Spread of Zoonotic Diseases." This theme
emphasizes the importance of taking proactive measures to control and prevent diseases that
can be transmitted from animals to humans. This day aims to raise awareness about zoonotic
diseases, which account for a significant portion of emerging infectious diseases worldwide.

To observe this day, the Department of Community Medicine, Andhra Medical
College, Visakhapatnam, conducted a Health Awareness Campaign and Medical Camp at
Indira Gandhi Zoological Park. Faculty & PG students of Community Medicine Department,
Specialists from the Departments of Pulmonology and Dermatology and 3" year MBBS
students have participated.

Activities:
1.Educational OQutreach
Awareness Campaign:
* Posters were displayed and pamphlets distributed by students.
* Information on zoonotic diseases, transmission, and prevention.

Students created awareness among zoo visitors and staff using posters and pamphlets
about common zoonotic diseases, their modes of transmission and preventive measures.
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2. Health Screening:

The Zoo staff, being in close contact with animals and at the forefront of exposure to
zoonotic diseases, were the focus of this health camp.

* Zoo staff underwent screening for obesity, diabetes, hypertension & anaemia.

» Tests were conducted for common zoonotic infections like leptospirosis, salmonellosis.




Height and Weight Measurement
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3. Health Education & Follow up:

Overall, Health Education was given to the zoo staff regarding personal hygiene, preventive
measures and also provided information about the Referral units.
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